
Alternance is a work-study program system based on alternating between a practical 
phase (work) and a theoretical phase (courses). There are two types of contracts for 
Alternance: the apprenticeship contract and the professionalization contract.

Since Alternance requires an employment contract, let’s look at 
what the law says about foreign students working in France.

?

Students who are 
nationals of the European 
Union or the European 
Economic Area

Students who are from 
a non-European Union 
country

Students of Algerian 
nationality

No conditions or time 
limits apply

Allowed to work up to 60% 
(964 hours per year) with a 
student residence permit

Allowed to work up to 50% 
(804 hours per year) with a 
student residence permit 
and a work authorization

In the context of work-study programs, the legal working time limits for the students 
concerned are exceeded. This is why a work authorization may be required!*

* Note: When the apprenticeship contract is approved by the OPCO (Skills Operator), the student 
is exempt from a work authorization. For a professionalization contract, a work authorization is 
still required.

However, to apply for a work authorization, your residence 
permit must be valid. All these procedures take time, which is 
why it is essential to start them as early as possible to begin your 
alternance smoothly and without stress.

Residence Permit and Alternance

Start your application early!

LA MAISON INTERNATIONALE
Your home away from home

If you delay your procedures, the consequences can be significant: suspension or 
termination of your contract, non-validation of your alternance, precariousness…



When and how
should I complete my procedures?

Four steps

1

Processing of the application
• This corresponds to the period during which the Prefecture reviews the application, 	
  which can take 2 to 4 months.
• Occasionally, the Prefecture may issue a certificate of extended processing, which allows 	
  you to maintain your rights while waiting.

Decision on the residence permit application
• The Prefecture’s decision can be favorable or defavorable.
• If the decision is favorable, you will receive a certificate of favorable decision 	    	
  downloadable from your ANEF account.

Issuance of the residence permit (if decision is favorable)
• You will receive a SMS with a link to make an appointment to collect your residence permit.
• The card is issued approximately 2 or 3 months after the Prefecture’s favorable decision.

2

3

4

Both procedures are carried out on the ANEF website:
administration-etrangers-en-france.interieur.gouv.fr

If I need help and support with my procedures, I can turn to the 
Maison Internationale!

• Building A4 – Cité Scientifique (Metro: 4 Cantons, Stade P. Mauroy)
• Monday to Friday, 8:45 am to 4:30 pm
• maison-internationale@univ-lille.fr or titredesejour@univ-lille.fr

THE RENEWAL OF THE RESIDENCE PERMIT

MY WORK AUTHORIZATION APPLICATION

WHEN?  As soon as the company decides to hire me, and before my contract starts (ideally, 2 months 
in advance).

WHO?  The company is responsible for submitting the work authorization application, but if it gives 
me a mandate, I can submit it myself. My application is not processed by the Prefecture, but by an 
independent interregional platform.

HOW?  The application is completed entirely online via the ANEF platform (section: “Request a work 
authorization”). Among the required documents are my school enrollment certificate and my valid 
residence permit.

LA MAISON INTERNATIONALE
Your home away from home

I can also contact my Alternance service who will be able to help me complete 
my administrative registration as soon as possible: alternance@univ-lille.fr

Submitting the application
• To be done 2 to 4 months before the expiration of your visa or residence permit.
• After this step, a confirmation of submission is issued.

http://administration-etrangers-en-france.interieur.gouv.fr

